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timely notice of it from the Burman police. He also instructed
the havildar to warn the sentries that if any Burman were to come
at any time in the night and give the word " Paleik" meaning
" Police,'5 he was to be admitted. Two sentries were accordingly
posted, one over Mr. G-leeson's quarters and one over the
escort.

At about midnight of the 27th-28th, some Burmans
approached the latter sentry in the dark, and one man, giving
the word cc Paliek" had no sooner passed the sentry than he
cut him down, and at the same time a general rush was made
on the post by some 400 or 500 dacoits. A havildar, who jumped
off. the verandah of the guard house to rush to Mr. Gleeson's
assistance, was immediately surrounded and cut down, being
severely wounded in five places with dahs. Three sepoys were
also wounded, in addition to the sentry who was killed, and
Mr. Gleeson, being deserted by his Burman police, was cut
down and killed with dahs as he ran from his house. The
fifteen men who were left defended themselves during the whole
of the night and the remainder of the next day. In the morn-
ing Naik Umrao Singh, with four sepoys, 18th Bengal Infantry,
very gallantly volunteered to sally out and attack the village on
the west side, whence the enemy were pouring in a galling fire
from the cover of the houses, and he succeeded in driving the enemy
out and burning down the village without loss. In the evening,
finding their ammunition failing, the whole party retreated in the
direction of Mingin, carrying all their baggage and kit with them,
and were met at Chaungwa by a party which had come out to their
relief under Major Eennick, 18th Bengal Infantry. Before leaving,
the party had made a hastily improvised raft of plantain leaves,
their only implements being the two havildars' sword bayonets, and
had placed on it the corpses of Mr. G-leesoh and the sepoy, the
wounded men's kits, and the wounded havildar.

The raft was safely piloted down the river by sepoy Drigpal
Singh, 18th Bengal Infantry, who volunteered for this dangerous
service, and was several times shot at from the banks on his way
down. Mr. G-leeson's body unfortunately became detached from
the raft near Chaungwa, but was subsequently recovered at Pindin,
many miles below Mingin, and buried at the latter place.